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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the last  candidate 

in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the first .  

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded for  what  they 

have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to their percept ion of 

where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should always 

award full m arks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark schem e to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be m arked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev e l  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a ‘best - fit ’ 

approach, deciding which level m ost  closely describes the qualit y of the answer. Answers can 

display characterist ics from  m ore than one level, and where this happens m arkers m ust  use their 

professional j udgem ent  to decide which level is m ost  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After  a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the m ark within the level. The 

inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a level has 

specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of m arks available in a level and not  rest r ict  

m arks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or  the upper-m iddle m ark if 

there is an even num ber of m arks)  and then m ove the m ark up or down to find the best  m ark. To 

do this, they should take into account  how far t he answer m eets the requirem ents of the level:   

• I f it  m eets the requirem ents fully ,  m arkers should be prepared to award full m arks within 

the level. The top m ark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as can realist ically  

be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  m eets t he requirem ents of the level, m arkers should consider awarding 

m arks at  the bot tom  of the level. The bot tom  m ark in the level is used for answers that  are 

the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle m arks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable m atch to the 

descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between som e characterist ics of the level that  

are fully m et  and others that  are only barely m et . 



   

 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  2  
 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est io n  1 ( a)  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source m aterial, prim ary and/ or 

contem porary t o the per iod, within it s historical cont ext .  
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

•  Dem onst rat es surface level com prehension of the source m aterial 

without  analysis, select ing som e m aterial relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

•  Som e relevant  contextual knowledge is included but  presented as 

inform at ion rather than applied to the source m aterial. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is assert ive with lit t le substant iat ion. 

The concept  of value m ay be addressed, but  by m aking stereotypical 

j udgem ents. 

 

2  
 

4 – 6  
 

•  Dem onst rat es som e understanding of the source m at erial and at tem pts 

analysis by select ing and sum m arising inform at ion and m aking 

inferences relevant  t o t he quest ion. 
 

•  Contextual knowledge is added to inform at ion from  the source m aterial, 

but  m ainly to expand or confirm  m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

with som e substant iat ion for assert ions of value. The concept  of value is 

addressed m ainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgem ents m ay be based on quest ionable assum pt ions. 

 

3  
 

7 – 1 0  
 

•  Dem onst rat es understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 

inferences. 
 

•  Sufficient  knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 

support  inferences, as well as to expand or confirm  m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

based on valid criteria although just i ficat ion is not  fully substant iated. 

Explanat ion of value takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 

the nature or purpose of the source m aterial or the posit ion of the 

author.  



   

 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est io n  1 ( b )  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source m aterial, prim ary and/ or 

contem porary t o the per iod, within it s historical cont ext .  
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

•  Dem onst rat es surface level com prehension of the source m aterial 

without  analysis, select ing som e m aterial relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

•  Som e relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 

inform at ion rather than applied to the source m aterial. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is assert ive with lit t le support ing 

evidence. The concept  of reliabilit y m ay be addressed, but  by m aking 

stereotypical j udgem ents. 

 

2  
 

4 – 7  
 

•  Dem onst rat es som e understanding of the source m at erial and at tem pts 

analysis, by select ing and sum m arising inform at ion and m aking 

inferences relevant  t o t he quest ion. 
 

•  Contextual knowledge is added to inform at ion from  the source m aterial 

but  m ainly to expand, confirm  or challenge m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  

with lim ited support  for j udgem ent . The concept  of reliabilit y is 

addressed m ainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgem ents m ay be based on quest ionable assum pt ions. 

 

3  
 

8 – 1 1  
 

•  Dem onst rat es understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 

inferences. 
 

•  Detailed knowledge of t he historical context  is deployed t o explain or 

support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge m at ters 

of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

explanat ion of weight  takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such 

as nature or purpose of the source m at erial or t he posit ion of the 

author. Judgem ents are based on valid criteria, with som e just ificat ion. 

 

4  
 

1 2 – 1 5  
 

•  Analyses the source m aterial, interrogat ing the evidence to m ake 

reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the m aterial can be 

used, for exam ple by dist inguishing between inform at ion and claim  or 

opinion. 
 

•  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context ,  but  m ainly 

to illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from  the 

content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 

need to interpret  source m aterial in the context  of the values and 

concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial uses valid criteria which are just ified 

and applied, although som e of the evaluat ion m ay not  be fully 

substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 

will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent . 



Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge 

and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the 

periods studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring 

concepts, as relevant , of cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, 

similarit y, difference and significance. 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 6  
 

•  Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the topic. 
 

•  Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 

and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 
 

•  The overall j udgem ent  is m issing or asserted. 
 

•  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tem pts to st ructure the answer, and 

the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 

 

2  
 

7 – 1 2  
 

•  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 

the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 

shown to relate t o the focus of the quest ion. 
 

•  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 

depth and has only im plicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 

the quest ion. 
 

•  An overall j udgem ent  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 

for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit . 
 

•  The answer shows som e at tem pts at  organisat ion, but  m ost  of the 

answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 

 

3  
 

1 3 – 1 8  
 

•  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  t o explain links between, the 

relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although som e 

m ainly descript ive passages m ay be included. 
 

•  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to dem onst rat e 

som e understanding of t he dem ands and conceptual focus of the 

quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 
 

•  At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for  j udgem ent  and to relate the 

overall j udgem ent  to them , although with weak substant iat ion. 
 

•  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 

argum ent  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 

 

4  
 

1 9 – 2 5  
 

•  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 

relat ionships between key features of the period. 
 

•  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of t he 

dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to m eet  m ost  of it s 

dem ands. 
 

•  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 

applied in the process of com ing to a judgem ent . Although som e of the 

evaluat ions m ay be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is 

supported. 
 

•  The answer is general ly well organised. The argum ent  is logical and is 

com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 

coherence or precision. 

 



 

Sect io n  A:  i n d icat iv e  con t en t  

Op t ion  2 :  Ch in a  1 9 0 0 - 1 9 7 6  

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

1 a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required 

to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other relevant  m aterial 

not  suggested below m ust  also be credited.  

Candidates are required to analyse the source and consider it s value for  an 

enquiry into the reasons for the Boxer Rising.  

1.  The value could be ident ified in term s of the following points of 

inform at ion  which the source provides and the  inferences which could be 

drawn and supported from  the source:  

• Provides evidence that  t he r ising was driven by the Chinese authorit ies  

( ‘The wicked Governor, Yü Hsien declared’ )  

• I ndicates that  nat ionalist  ideas encouraged the r ising ( ‘the Boxers who 

were faithful to their sovereign and loyal to their count ry’)  

• Provides evidence that   the Boxers were paid to at tack foreigners ( ‘offered 

a reward of t it les or offices or m oney to all who killed foreigners’)  

• Claim s that  the Boxers took the opportunity of set t ling personal scores 

( ‘not  only Christ ians were killed, but  hundreds of others against  whom  

individual Boxers had a grudge’) .  

 

2. The following points could be m ade about  the authorship, nature or 

purpose of the source and applied to ascribe value to inform at ion and 

inferences:  

• Fei Qihao was present  in the dist r ict  where the Boxers at tacked Christ ians 

and was an eyewitness to the events 

• Fei Qihao was a Christ ian and hence was one of those targeted by the 

Boxers, m aking this a very personal account  

• Fei Qihao was Chinese and is able to give an account  from  the perspect ive 

of one who shared the sam e nat ionalit y as the Boxers.  

 

3. Knowledge of historical context  should be deployed to support  and 

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy / usefulness   of 

inform at ion.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The rising was encouraged by opposit ion to the foreign presence in China 

and their dom inat ion of the econom y 

•  Opposit ion to the spread of Christ ianity in China 

• The rising was a react ion to the reform s of the ‘100 Days’, the nat ionalist  

feeling that  was generated was channelled against  foreigners 

• The rising was backed by the highest  authority;  the Em press Cixi gave her 

approval to the act ions of the Boxers. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required 

to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other relevant  m aterial 

not  suggested below m ust  also be credited.  



 

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

1 b  

 

 

Candidates are required to analyse and evaluate the source in relat ion to an 

enquiry into the react ions to the 1950 Marriage Law. 

 

1.  The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of the 

source and applied when giving weight  to selected inform at ion and 

inferences:  

• Li Kuei-ying was responsible for  prom ot ing the 1950 Marriage Law and 

as such was in a good posit ion to know the react ions to it  

• As an official in the People’s Com m une, Li Kuei-ying was a supporter 

of the CCP and the ideology that  produced the 1950 Marriage Law 

• The propagandist ic nature of this account , from  the 1960s during 

Mao’s rule, is clear;  a posit ive account  of a key policy which highlights 

the intolerable nature of the previous policy. 

 

2.  The evidence could be assessed in term s of giving weight  to the following  

points of inform at ion  and  inferences:    

• I ndicates that  the changes int roduced by the Marriage Law were not  

readily accepted by everyone ( ‘I f she can’t  fall in love with a m an who 

can pay..  then it  isn’t  r ight  for  her to m arry‘)  

• Suggests that  the at t itudes to wom en and m arr iage were being 

changed as a result  of t he Marriage Law ( ‘I  don’t  want  m y daughter to 

m arry som eone she can’t  like’)  

• Suggests that  opponents to the Marriage Law were being pushed into 

acceptance ( ‘At  first , Tuan Fu-yin t r ied to stand up to m e… Tuan Fu-

yin didn’t  say anything m ore’) .  

3. Knowledge of historical context  should be deployed to support  and develop 

inferences and to confirm  the accuracy / usefulness of inform at ion or to 

note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of content .  Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

 

• Com m unist  ideology gave wom en equal status to m en 

• The 1950 Marriage Law banned arranged m arriages and paying a 

bride-price;  it  also allowed wom en rights of divorce 

• The CCP prom oted the Marriage Law with a huge propaganda 

cam paign in the press, on the radio and through leaflets and posters 

• Peasants opposed the Marriage Law which interfered with their 

t radit ional way of life;  this was part icularly pronounced in Muslim  

dist ricts. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 



 

 

Sect io n  B:  in d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  2 . Ch in a 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 7 6  

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e.  The indicat ive content  below 

is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m aterial 

which is indicated as relevant .  

  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether the m ain 

consequence of the May 4 th Movem ent  was an increase in the polit ical im portance 

of the Guom indang 

The argum ents and evidence that  the m ain consequence of the May 4 th 

Movem ent  was an increase in the polit ical im portance of the Guom indang should 

be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The GMD benefit ted from  the intense pat r iot ism  that  was st im ulated by 

the Movem ent ;   in 1919 Sun used this pat r iot ism  to rally support  and 

reform  the party 

• The announcem ent  of t he Three Principles of the People in 1923 used the 

intellectual revolut ion st im ulated by the Movem ent  to give a purpose to 

the revolut ion and to encourage the growth of t he GMD 

• The ant i-warlord feeling st im ulated by the Movem ent  was used to forge 

the United Front  with Com m unists to act  against  a com m on enem y and to 

launch the Northern Expedit ion against  the war lords in 1926-8. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  consequences other than an increase in the 

polit ical im portance of t he Guom indang were of greater im portance should be 

analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The intellectual revolut ion prom oted western ideas as a solut ion to China’s 

problem s;  Chinese intellectuals began to crit icise the Chinese t radit ions 

that  had failed China 

• The spread of Marxist  revolut ionary ideas which prom pted the creat ion of 

the Chinese Com m unist  Party;  Mao’s revolut ionary ideas stem m ed from  

May the 4 th Movem ent  

• I ncreased social consciousness – m erchants, indust r ialist  and city workers 

(product  of the new m odern society)  becam e involved in ant i- foreign 

boycot ts 

• The Movem ent  enhanced the prest ige of, and the role of, young people 

who spearheaded the cam paign for a nat ional rebirth. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e.  The indicat ive content  below 

is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m aterial 

which is indicated as relevant .  

 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether peasant  opposit ion 

to com m unist  policies towards agriculture was responsible for the failings in 

product ion in the years 1949-62. 

The argum ents and evidence that  peasant  opposit ion to com m unist  policies 

towards agriculture was responsible for the failings in agricultural product ion in 

the years 1949-62 should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

• There was an unwillingness to change – by 1955 only 14%  of peasants 

joined the APCs which were designed to encourage m echanisat ion of 

product ion and higher y ields  

• Peasants were dem ot ivated by working on collect ives where they did 

not  own the land or direct ly benefit  from  the work they perform ed 

• Som e peasants ate or dest royed all their food before joining the 

collect ive. 

The argum ents and evidence that  peasant  opposit ion to com m unist  policies 

towards agriculture was not  responsible for the failings in product ion in the years 

1949-62 should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

•  The am ount  of cult ivated land per head was too low to produce a 

surplus of food and the state did not  invest  sufficient  funds in 

agriculture 

• Lysenkoism  – this erroneous theory was accepted and applied 

uniform ly across China. Crops were planted in the wrong soils and 

consequent ly withered in the fields, e.g. in Tibet  

• Mao’s direct ive on pest  cont rol led to the dest ruct ion of crops by 

insects, rats and verm in after peasants drove away the birds that  

norm ally preyed upon them  

• The im pact  of the Great  Fam ine of 1958-62 led to m illions of deaths in 

rural dist r icts and reduced product ivit y on the collect ives. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4  

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e.  The indicat ive content  below 

is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m aterial 

which is indicated as relevant .  

  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether there was 

cont inuous im provem ent  in educat ion and healthcare provision in China in t he 

years 1949-76. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  there was cont inuous im provem ent  in 

educat ion and healthcare provision in China in the years 1949-76 should be 

analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• There was a steady im provem ent  in literacy in the years 1949-64 as a 

consequence of the developm ent  of the system  of prim ary educat ion 

• The expansion of higher educat ion from  200 colleges and universit ies in 

1949 to 1289 by 1966 gave access to increasing num bers of students 

• The reform  of  the language – the int roduct ion of a standardised writ ten 

form  of Mandarin (Pinyin)  in 1955 eased the learning process and 

facilitated m ajor advances in educat ion in the 1960s 

• The success of the barefoot  doctors in providing health care in the 

count ryside led to 90%  of villages get t ing involved in the schem e by 1976  

• There were im provem ents in m ortalit y rates across the period as a 

consequence of health cam paigns to dig deep wells for drinking water and 

end the pract ice of using hum an waste as fert iliser.  

 

The argum ents and evidence that  1949-76 were not  years of cont inuous 

im provem ents in educat ion and healthcare provision in China should be analysed 

and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

• Progress in developing literacy was lim ited by the costs of the Korean War 

in the 1950s and the im pact  of the Cultural Revolut ion from  1966 

• Elit ist  schools that  selected pupils and at t racted the best  teachers 

cont inued in existence and lim ited the opportunit ies for the m ass of the 

people 

• The closure of schools for m ost  of the period between 1966-70 brought  an 

abrupt  end to the educat ion of m illions of young people 

• The t reatm ent  of rural workers in hospitals was lim ited 

• Properly t rained doctors were underm ined by barefoot  doctors.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 
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